
National Caribbean-American 
Heritage Month 
Marks Ninth Anniversary in 2014
Caribbean-American Heritage Month gives us all an opportunity to celebrate the great contributions 
Caribbean Americans have made to benefi t our nation.
Caribbean immigrants have been contributing to the well-being of American society since its 
founding. Alexander Hamilton, the First Secretary of the Treasury was from the Caribbean island 
of Nevis. We count among our famous sons and daughters, Secretary of State Colin Powell, 
Cicely Tyson, W.E.B Dubois, James Weldon Johnson, Harry Belafonte, and Sidney Poitier to 
name a few. ICS’ effort began in 1999 with a petition to President Bill Clinton for the recognition of 
a Caribbean American Heritage Month.
In 2000, ICS began leading activities in celebration of June as Caribbean American Heritage 
Month in Washington DC, building on efforts started by a now defunct ad-hoc group of Washington 
DC residents to have a Caribbean Heritage Month designated in Washington DC in 1999. 

The offi cial campaign for a National Caribbean American Heritage Month began in 2004 when a 
legislative bill was tabled in Congress by Congresswoman Barbara Lee. Language was provided 
by ICS Founder and President Dr. Claire Nelson. The Bill was reintroduced and passed the House 
in June 2005 and the Senate in February 2006. A Proclamation making the resolution offi cial was 
signed by President George W. Bush on June 5, 2006.

In 2006, actress and singer Sheryl Lee Ralph and basketball great Rick Fox were named 
offi cial spokespersons for National Caribbean American Heritage Month. Learn more at www.
caribbeanamericanheritage.org.

“Advancing the interests of Carribbean-Americas”
ICS is dedicated to building bridges between Caribbean Americans and the US population at 
large. Together with partner organizations from industry, government and civil society, our 
objective is to provide education and advocacy and action on issues impacting Caribbean peoples 
to enable their thrival, growth, and prosperity in the ever changing global marketplace.  ICS goal 
is to accelerate the investment of Caribbean diaspora mentor, relationship and fi nancial capital 
in order to promote inclusive and sustainable growth across the transnational economic space. 

ICS has established and will continue to develop partnerships and collaborative relationships 
with local and national organizations in the US and the Caribbean, such as National Medical 
Association, National Minority Suppliers Development Council, the NAACP, the Caribbean 
American Chamber of Commerce and Industry, National Education Association; Global Rights 
Law Group, World Bank/IMF Caribbean Staff Association, Caribbean Research Center, and the 
Caribbean Policy Development Center to meet its objectives.  ICS has also partnered with the 
Black Leadership Forum, the National Coalition on Black Civic Participation, the Black Women’s 
Roundtable, and the African American Unity Caucus. 

JUNE 2014 CALENDAR
CELIBACY AWARENESS MONTH

CHILDREN’S AWARENESS MONTH

NATIONAL GLBT 
(Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender) 

PRIDE MONTH

CARIBBEAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

1- National Cancer Survivors Day (US)
1-7 -  Pet Appreciation Week (US)
3 - Bladder Cancer Awareness Day (US)
6 - Russian Language Day (US)
8 - Multicultural American Child Day (US)
8-14 - National Flag Week (US)
4-5 - Shavuot (Jewish)
9 - Saint Columba of Iona (Christian)
10 - Alcoholics Anonymous (Founders) Day (US)
12 - Career Nurse Assistants Day (US)
14 - Lailat al Bara’ah (Islam)
15 - Father’s Day (US)
15-21 - Universal Father’s Week (Universal)
22-28 - Lightning Safety Awareness Week (US)
27 - Sacred Heart of Jesus (Catholic Christian)
28 - Ramadan Begins (Islam)
29 - Saints Peter and Paul (Christian) 
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This issue of Cultural News was produced by UC Davis Medical Interpreting Department editorial team.  Questions? Comments?  
Please call Medical Interpreting Services at 916/734-2321 or e-mail malithone.thongsonlone@ucdmc.ucdavis.edu

Vitaliy was born and raised in the country of Ukraine, city of Odessa.  This is where he fi rst got 
interested in learning English, at the age of 18.  With every opportunity that presented itself, 
Vitaliy would spend as much time as he could practicing his English skills at the largest sea 
gate of Ukraine - the Odessa Sea Port.  Vitaliy learned spoken English through his interactions 
with tourists.  Eventually, he became interested in mastering English at a professional level and 
becoming an interpreter/translator.  

Today, Vitaliy has over 10 years of experience providing interpreting and written translation 
services in medical, social, and non-profi t settings.  Vitaliy interprets consecutively and 
simultaneously, and always looks for opportunities to further develop his skills.  He has also 
attained an Associate Degree in Computer Science in his spare time.

Vitaliy is currently taking classes at ARC (American River College).  During his free time, he 
enjoys taking his dog for walks, spending time tending to his backyard, and bicycling.

We asked him what his impressions are about the Medical Interpreting Services department?  In 
his own words: “We are blessed to have a very diverse body of multicultural patient population 
with inevitable need for services to be interpreted into many languages”.

Welcome on-board, Vitaliy!  Ласкаво просимо!  Добро пожаловать!

New Interpreter Profi le:  Vitaliy Cherba

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Month (LGBT Pride Month) is currently 
celebrated each year in the month of June to honor the 1969 Stonewall riots in 
Manhattan. The Stonewall riots were a tipping point for the Gay Liberation Movement in 
the United States. In the United States the last Sunday in June was initially celebrated 
as “Gay Pride Day,” but the actual day was fl exible. In major cities across the nation 
the “day” soon grew to encompass a month-long series of events. Today, celebrations 
include pride parades, picnics, parties, workshops, symposia and concerts, and LGBT 
Pride Month events attract millions of participants around the world. Memorials are 
held during this month for those members of the community who have been lost to 
hate crimes or HIV/AIDS. The purpose of the commemorative month is to recognize 
the impact that lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender individuals have had on history 
locally, nationally, and internationally. 

About LGBT Pride Month

In 1994, a coalition of education-based organizations in the United States designated October as LGBT History Month. In 1995, a resolution 
passed by the General Assembly of the National Education Association included LGBT History Month within a list of commemorative 
months. 

LGBT History Month is also celebrated with annual month-long observances of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender history, along with the 
history of the gay rights and related civil rights movements. National Coming Out Day (October 11), as well as the fi rst “March on Washington” 
in 1979, are commemorated in the LGBT community during LGBT History Month.

Executive and Legislative Documents 
The Law Library of Congress has compiled guides to commemorative observations, including a comprehensive inventory of the Public Laws, 
Presidential Proclamations and congressional resolutions related to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Month Pride. 

                                                                                                                http://www.loc.gov/lgbt/about.html


